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Clarke Ha Ha Ha » examine comment à travers le récit de Paddy, Doyle permet au 
lecteur de comprendre l’expérience intime d’une ménagère nord-Dublinoise à la 
fin des années 1960.
La quatrième section du livre est consacrée aux luttes et quêtes. Maria Gaviña-
Costero met en évidence le caractère introspectif du théâtre de Brian Friel dans 
« In the Beginning was Silence : Brian Friel’s Revisitation of the Artist », et Maria 
José Carrera montre que l’essai de Samuel Beckett From an Abandoned Work est 
un exemple de narration dysfonctionnelle. Dans le chapitre 12, Olga Fernández-
Vicente interroge parallèlement les relations dysfonctionnelles de James Joyce et 
de Pio Baroja avec leurs pays respectifs.
Une toute dernière section est composée d’un entretien avec Billy O’Cal-
laghan, auteur de trois recueils de nouvelles. O’Callaghan y parle de sa manière 
d’écrire, des paysages qui l’inspirent ainsi que de sa volonté constante de créer des 
personnages réalistes. Bien que les questions ne portent pas exclusivement sur le 
thème de l’ouvrage, l’entretien constitue une richesse indéniable.
Le choix de regroupement des articles en sections est parfois artificiel. De 
même, on peut regretter un déséquilibre entre le nombre important de chapitres 
dévolus à la littérature en comparaison des deux chapitres réservés au cinéma et 
des deux chapitres consacrés au théâtre. Malgré ces défauts inhérents au caractère 
d’ouvrage collectif du livre, l’ensemble traite de manière intellectuellement très sti-
mulante, à l’intersection des études culturelles, littéraires et cinématographiques, 
des aspects dysfonctionnels de la société irlandaise.
Isabelle Le Corff
Jim Smyth (ed.), Remembering the Troubles: Contesting the Recent Past in Northern 
Ireland, University of Notre-Dame Press, 2017, 218 p., 978-0-2681-0174-9, £ 
41.50 (hardcover).
This collection of essays edited by Jim Smyth, from the University of Notre 
Dame, is published, very timely, in the middle of the “decade of commemora-
tions”. The issue of remembering, always very pressing in Ireland, is even more so 
when the country commemorates the centenary of the period that saw it through 
the Ulster Covenant, the Battle of the Somme, the Easter Rising, the Anglo-Irish 
war and the Civil War. The present collection is informed right from the intro-
duction by A. T. Q. Stewart’s statement that “all history is applied history”, that 
is, the conviction that remembering the past always says something very valuable 
about the present. In keeping with the present “spatial turn” in historical studies, 
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Pierre Nora’s lieux de mémoire also feature in Smyth’s introduction, as they raise 
the question of space and material objects, which also exist in the present, in the 
process of remembering. What follows from this theoretical premise is a blend of 
sociological and historical enquiry which at one point comes, in the introduction, 
dangerously close to losing the distinction between the event and its imaginary 
reconstruction, brought together under the umbrella term of “facts” (p. 4). Even 
though a commemoration certainly qualifies as an event, its “secondary” nature 
should not be overlooked.
As is often the case in studies of the Troubles, accounts of the Republican side 
of the conflict dominate, as half of the articles are devoted to Republican mem-
ories. First-hand narratives of the Troubles, in the article by Jim Smyth and in 
the form of a text penned down by the father of Cathal Goulding, also describe 
Catholic nationalist experiences. However, the articles themselves present on the 
whole an extremely well-informed and balanced account of the issue of remem-
bering the Troubles, which explores areas long neglected by classic Troubles schol-
arship, notably, in the excellent article by Aaron Edwards, the question of remem-
bering the British soldiers who died in active service in Northern Ireland, both 
within the British army and in Northern Irish public space. One of the most sig-
nificant issues raised in the volume as a whole therefore appears as that of the defi-
nition of a victim. It is one of the most noteworthy achievements of the present 
collection to enlarge our understanding of the variety of Troubles victims. In par-
ticular, a detailed examination of demographic statistics of Troubles victims by Ian 
McBride reveals that Republican paramilitaries were responsible for more Catho-
lic deaths than any other group, which interrogates received narratives of what the 
conflict was about, namely a colonial struggle against a British oppressor. The use 
of opinion surveys, primary source documents, notably Republican pamphlets, 
and first-hand accounts all contribute to a nuanced reappraisal of the Northern 
Irish conflict.
In particular, several articles return to the Official/Provisional IRA split, and 
study the processes of forgetting and re-inventing that saw the transformation of 
the Official IRA from a nationalist organisation involved in armed struggle to a 
Workers’ Party committed to the defence of socialism by peaceful means. The dis-
cussion of the ideological twists and turns of the IRA from the late 1960s offers 
valuable insights into the nationalist stance, and helps to understand why it never 
really managed to present a united front.
It is to be hoped that this timely collection of essays will show that remem-
brance is a paradoxical key to bringing a sense of closure that will contribute to 
lay to rest the ghosts of the Troubles.
Catherine Conan
